
“The Right Thing is Often the Difficult Thing”  
 

Dear family of Platte CRC- 

For whatever reason, over the past few months, I’ve had a number of 

instances give rise to a particular thought: the right thing is often the       

difficult thing. More and more, as I talk through situations with people 

where they have a number of options and aren’t sure which one to take, it 

seems as though the correct one is also the one they are least excited about. 

Of course, there are times when the easy thing is also the right thing. As 

some say, “work smarter, not harder.” In the parsonage project this 

month, one option for carrying old items out was to carry items out up the 

stairs, around the corner into the garage, and out the garage door. But it 

was done smarter: cut out the space for a new egress window, put a loader 

right up to the window, and carry it out. But at many other times,           

opportunities to ‘cut corners’ will come along, and the right thing will be to 

do the difficult thing.  

There’s a number of settings where this is true. Think of when you’ve 

gotten into arguments with someone and you’ve offended them. In the 

midst of conflict, you ask, ‘what do I do?’ The most difficult thing is to go 

to that person and to apologize, and the easy thing is to avoid them. But 

what’s the right thing? The right thing is to pursue the person and           

reconcile.  

I’ve thought about this often in conversations about the church and 

church growth as well. There are a number of ways you could hope for a 

church to grow. But are they all right? You can hope for some more ‘easy’ 
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ways: that people hear about you on a sign or website and walk through 

the door, have someone host a big, exciting community event to draw  

people in, or, most of all, have worship with good preaching and music 

that draws other professed Christians in the community to leave their 

church and come to ours. There is also a much more difficult method of 

church growth: go and make disciples and teach them to follow Jesus. You 

meet someone who isn’t a committed Christian, help them understand the 

Bible and the basic Christian message, and invite them to church. Which 

of these are right? Maybe there’s an element of ‘right-ness’ in them all, but 

here is another instance where I do believe the difficult thing is the right 

thing. Rev. Brian Lee, who planted Christ Reformed Church in Washing-

ton, D.C., says, “Your church is going to grow when the members you 

have now share the gospel and bring their neighbors with them on Sunday 

mornings. Don’t try to attract…believers who are shallowly rooted or not 

rooted at all. Try to convert unbelievers instead.”1   

It is easy to hope that we grow as a church through transfers and infant 

baptisms. But what about adult baptisms? What about converts? We      al-

most don’t even think about it, because that takes some work! It seems im-

possible, especially in a small town. But God does things that are so  diffi-

cult they look impossible. I thank God for the fact that He empowers us to 

do difficult things through His grace. This is why, after commanding Titus 

to instill self-control in his church in Crete (a really difficult thing!), he is 

quick to remind him it is all done out of “the grace of God that brings sal-

vation…to all men” (Titus 2:11-14). Let us be a church committed to the 

difficult things when they are the right things.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 

 

 
1 Taken from interview with Chelsen Vicari of The Institute of Religion & Democracy, “A Pastor’s Voyage 

Away from Church Consumerism,” published 1/8/2015; accessed online 3/22/17: https://

juicyecumenism.com/2015/01/08/young-pastors-journey-politics-pulpit/.  



FAMILY PRAYER NOTES  

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Pray that we as a church would bring honor to the Lord’s name by the 

way that we treat others in the community. 

 Pray for young, engaged couples connected with our church as they      

prepare for weddings this year [e.g. Katelyn Lieuwen & Dalton DeLange, 

Taryn Vander Pol & Jon Hoeksema] 

 Ask God to provide favorable weather for crop planting and for calving 

during this season; pray also for favorable prices! 

 Pray that we would be quick to apologize for wrongs and seek forgiveness 

in relationships with other people. 

 Pray not only for our nation but also that we would not have our       

Christian hope affected by America’s direction and what we see on the 

news. 

 Praise God for one thing that He’s given you each day! 

Nursing Home Residents, Caretakers and Shut-ins: 

 Jenny Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

Sarah Kraayenbrink, Harriet Meyerink, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer,        

Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik,            

Ann Vander Pol, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren,                 

Betty Van Zee, Viola Vander Tuin 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 



Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Lois Van Zee, Andrew Sybesma, Henry & Jeanette DeLange,                      

Gert Vander Werp, and Bertha Kuipers 

 

Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 

24: Ann Vander Pol 

25: Barb Buitenbos 

26: Ken Van Zee 

27: Nancy Van Zee 

29: Amy Meyer (missionary) 

 

April Anniversaries: 

9: Keith & Harriett Sybesma 

19: Curt & Kristi Pheifer 

21: Joel & Su Sybesma 

24: Henry & Barb Buitenbos 

24: Ken & Kim Lieuwen 

25: Darrell & Gretchen Kuipers 

26: Wilmer & Joan Niewenhuis 

30: Brian & Shelly DeGroot 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthdays: 

1: Vernon Van Vuren 

7: Sam Sybesma 

9: Eric Van Zee 

10: Abraham Meyer (missionary) 

10: Amber Dykshorn 

10: Devan (Hansum) Haack 

10: Rheanna Pheifer 

11: Muriel Van Vuren 

16: Tyler Weg 

17: Brent Veurink 

21: Corinne Middendorp 

22: Dennis Kok 

22: Doug Kaemingk 

23: Dale Severson 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 


